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What is it?
The Construction Industry Training Board (CITB)
has supported 4,128 apprentices starting during
the 2024-2025 financial year - up from 2,340
the year before.

What should I know?
The support is part of its specialist New
Entrant Support Team (NEST) which helps
to find, recruit, and retain apprentices and
new entrants. 

The CITB also plans to double the size of
its NEST programme to support SMEs. 

CITB nearly doubles
apprenticeship support

Market conditions and challenges
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What is it?
The Health and Safety Executive’s (HSE) figures
show a decreased number of deaths of workers
in 2024 compared to 2023.

What should I know?
19 deaths were recorded in April-December
2024, compared to 35 in the same period in
2023.

Figures for the final quarter and the entire
2024/2025 year to 31st March are due to be
published by the HSE in late June or
early July.

Construction could see
one of its safest years
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What is it?
The government has recently shortlisted a new
wave of hydrogen powered projects to help cut
carbon emissions and create jobs.

What should I know?
27 hydrogen projects will advance to the
next stage of the government’s flagship
hydrogen programme. 

The projects encourage thousands of clean
energy jobs and help to reindustrialise the
UK’s manufacturing reigons.

This helps to deliver on the government’s
Plan for Change.

New hydrogen power
projects shortlisted

Sustainability



What is it?
The government has taken control of British
Steel’s plant in Lincolnshire to help prevent
it from closing its two blast furnaces.

What should I know?
The plant employs 2,700 people and is the
last plant in the UK producing virgin steel,
which is vital for major projects such as
railways.

Without a plant producing virgin steel, the
UK would be the only member of the G7
group without this ability, which the
government views as a risk to
economic security. 

Government takes
control of British Steel
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