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Market conditions 
and challenges

Workplace temperatures 
topic heats up

What is it?
The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) is 
reviewing workplace heat regulations in 
response to union campaigns and rising 
heatwaves.

What should I know?
Current rules require “reasonable” 
indoor temperatures and protection 
for outdoor sites.

Unions want stricter limits, e.g. 
27°C for physical jobs, and 30°C for 
sedentary work.



Innovation, technology 
and trends

HS2’s artificial 
ground freezing

What is it?
The UK’s largest use of artificial ground 
freezing (AGF) has been used in the 
HS2 London tunnels for cross passage 
construction.

What should I know?
The method which freezes soil to make it 
solid and watertight has improved safety, 
stability, and efficiency in challenging 
ground conditions.

19 of 20 cross passages are complete, 		
with 11 built using AGF.



Project delays 
begin to ease

What is it?
Tendering activity has picked up in Q2 2025 
as project delays from the Building Safety Act 
begin to ease, according to a new report.

What should I know?
The report by the National Association 
Construction Frameworks Q2 repoty 
shows that tender workloads rose 2% 
from Q1 to Q2, and 3.2% year-on-year.

Strongest growth was in window fitting, 
groundworks and steel frames.

Market conditions 
and challenges



Events

Rise in construction 
T level qualifications

What is it?
A report by the Department for 
Education reveals this year’s results have 
seen an increase in the completion of 
construction-related T levels. 

What should I know?
Passes in onsite construction and 
building services engineering increased 
from last year. Female representation 
improved also but remains low, 		
around 3%.

Dropout figures were not included 			 
in the data.



AI demand for 
UK data centres

What is it?
Due to by AI demand, the number of data 
centres in the UK will increase by almost 20% 
in the next five years. While seen as vital to 
economic growth, the boom raises major 
concerns over energy use, water supply, and 
environmental impact.

What should I know?
Nearly 100 new data centres are planned, 
mostly in London, backed by Google, Microsoft 
and Blackstone.

The government supports expansion, but 
residents and environmental groups highlight 
the risks to sustainability and local resources, 
which could also drive up household bills.

Innovation, technology 
and trends



You’re all 
caught up!


