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Future Homes Standard sets new
benchmark for low-carbon housing

What is it?
The UK government has published the Future
Homes and Buildings Standards, introducing

major changes to Buillding Regulations aimed at
delivering zero-carbon ready homes.

What should | know?

O New homes will be required to use low-carbon
heating systems and meet significantly higher
energy efficiency standards, reducing emissions
and removing the need for future retrofit.

O A new requirement for on-site renewable energy
generation, such as solar panels, will become
standard for residential developments.

O The regulations come into force from March
2027, with a transition period until March 2028
before all new homes must fully comply.
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CITB supports over
4,000 new apprentices

What is it?
CITB has helped more than 4,000 apprentices

enter the construction industry through its
specialist New Entrant Support Team.

What should | know?

O The initiative focuses on helping employers
recrult and retain apprentices, particularly
IN areas facing skills shortages.

O Support includes funding guidance,
onboarding assistance and ongoing
mentoring for both employers and learners.

O The programme is part of wider efforts to
address the industry’'s long-term labour
gap and build a more sustainable workforce
pipeline.
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Is it?
nstruction output has returned to growth
Nng two consecutive months of decline,

INg tentative recovery in the sector.

should | khnow?

O The increase was driven primarily by a rise in
new work, particularly in infrastructure and
private housing.

O Despite the uptick, overall output levels

remalin fragile, with economic pressures

continuing to weigh on activity.

O Ind

ustry confidence is still mixed, as

businesses balance improving demand with
ongoing cost and supply chain challenges.
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