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Building safety and regulation

New figures from the Building Safety Regulator
(BSR) show signs that the long-running
Gateway 2 approval backlog for high-rise
residential schemes is starting to improve.

e More than 12,000 homes secured Gateway
2 approval over a 12-week period, with the
regulator making 323 decisions and
achieving a 71% approval rate.

e Decision times are improving, with median
assessment periods now sitting at around
four weeks and new-build determinations
taking a median nine weeks.

e \While progress is being made, a number of
technically complex legacy projects remain
under review, particularly in London anad
the South West.




Building safety and regulation

CIOB calls for
stronger construction
regulation

The Chartered Institute of Building (CIOB)
has welcomed new building safety measures
announced in the King’s Speech, while
continuing calls for stronger construction
regulation and accountability.

e The proposed Building Safety Remediation
Bill will introduce fixed timeframes for
remediation work on high-risk buildings.

e CIOB said further reform is still needed,
including clearer accountability and a
stronger regulatory framework across the
construction sector.

e INdustry bodies including RIBA also
expressed disappointment that proposals
for a single construction regulator were not
included in the legislative programme.




Innovation, technology, and trends

Growing investment in artificial intelligence
Is driving demand for premium office space,
contributing to rising office fit-out costs
across the UK.

e |[Nncreased demand from Al firms is
outting pressure on Grade A office
supply, particularly in major city centres
and transport-connected |locations.

e Fit-out costs are continuing to rise as
businesses prioritise high-specification
workplaces, advanced digital infrastructure
and sustainability requirements.

e Despite broader economic uncertainty,
demand for guality office environments
remains resilient, particularly among
technology and Al-led occupiers.
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