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Market conditions and challenges

Following the appointment of the new Prime
Minister, the government has reaffirmed its
ambition to increase housing delivery, with
proposals for a future state-backed housebuilder
remaining part of the discussion.

e Housing Minister Matthew Pennycook said
a public housebuilder could provide greater
stability when private sector development
slows.

e The proposal forms part of wider plans to
iNncrease housing supply and support the
government's long-term housebuilding
ambitions.

e While no formal plans have been
announced, the idea has prompted
discussion apbout the role of public sector
iINnvestment in addressing housing
shortages.




Skills and workforce

CIOB calls for long-
term apprenticeship
reform

The Chartered Institute of Building (CIOB) has
warned that simply increasing apprenticeship
funding will not solve the industry's growing
skills shortage.

e CIOB says apprenticeship numibers continue
to decline despite financial incentives,
highlighting the need for wider reform and
retention.

e The organisation is calling for greater
collaboration between government,
education providers and employers to
Improve recruitment and retention.

e |t believes long-term investment in skills,
training and career pathways is essential to
ouilding a sustainable construction
workforce.




Innovation, technology, and sustainability

The government has confirmed plans for a new
single construction regulator, with a focus on
Improving data sharing and strengthening
building safety across the sector.

e The regulator will promote interoperable data
standards, enabling information to be shared

more consistently throughout the building
lifecycle.

e Improved digital data management is
expected to strengthen compliance,
INCcrease transparency and support better

decision-making across construction
projects.

e The initiative forms part of wider efforts to
modernise the industry following the
recommendations of the Grenfell Tower

INnquiry.
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